
This is a digital copy of an original GIA Report. To verify the information herein, please refer to reportcheck.gia.edu. This Report is not a guarantee, valuation or appraisal and contains only the characteristics of the diamond 
described herein after it has been graded, tested, examined and analyzed by the laboratory providing this Report (“GIA”) and/or has been inscribed using the techniques and equipment used by GIA at the time of the 
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gia 
MaTching

gia 
LUSTER

EXCELLENT

GOOD

FAI R

poor

gia 
Surface

Lightly 
spotted

Moderately 
spotted

Heav ily 
spotted

Clean

Excellent

good

fa ir

poor

© 2 0 1 0  G E M O L O GICA    L  IN  S T I T U T E  O F  A M E R ICA   ,  INC   .

important limitations on page 2

The security features in this document, including the hologram, 
security screen and microprint lines, in addition to those not listed, 

exceed document security industry guidelines.

5355 Armada Drive | Carlsbad, CA 92008-4602
T: 760-603-4500  |  F: 760-603-1814 

GIA Laboratories
Bangkok	 Carlsbad	 Gaborone
Johannesburg 	 Mumbai	 New York	Facsimile

Page 1 of 2

www.gia.edu



important limitations
This is a digital copy of an original GIA Report. This Report is not a guarantee, valuation or appraisal, and the laboratory providing this Report (“GIA”)  has made no representation or warranty regarding 

this Report, the article described herein or any inscription thereon. This Report contains only the characteristics of the article described herein after it has been graded, tested, examined, and analyzed 

(collectively, “examination” or “examined”) and/or inscribed, using the techniques and equipment used by GIA at the time of the examination and/or inscription. The results of any other examination 

performed on the article may differ depending upon (i) when, how and by whom the article is examined and (ii) the changes and improvements in techniques and equipment that may have occurred 

which may enable an examiner to detect, among other things, the use of processes for altering the characteristics of an article which use was previously undetectable by GIA, or alterations which became 

reversible, even if the process remains undetectable. The trademark, service mark, logo, words, characters or other symbols of an inscription, other than a GIA Report number, or a GIA trademark, service 

mark or logo, are solely determined by and attributable to the Client for whom this Report was prepared and are neither attributable to nor to be understood as an indication of any determination by GIA.

The recipient agrees and acknowledges that GIA has provided this Report and any inscription for a relatively small fee compared to the present and potential value of the article described herein only 

because this Report and any inscription are subject to the following limitations on the liability of GIA and the limitations described in the agreements pursuant to which this Report and any inscription are 

made, all of which extend to the Client for whom this Report and any inscription were prepared and to every other person to whom this Report or the inscribed article is distributed or shown:

As a protection to the public and GIA, this Report, the name, trademarks, service marks and logos of GIA and Gemological Institute of America, Inc., or any part of any inscription which relates to a GIA 

Report number or to a GIA or Gemological Institute of America, Inc. trademark, service mark, or logo, may not be used in whole or in part for purposes of advertising, publicity or promotion, and this 

Report may not be referred to as a guarantee, valuation or an appraisal.

 

Note that this facsimile might not be accepted in lieu of the original GIA Report in certain circumstances.

Natural Pearls: Natural pearls are formations secreted accidentally in the interior of a variety of seawater and freshwater mollusks, without the aid of any human agency. They are composed 

of an organic substance (a scleroprotein named conchiolin) and of calcium carbonate (usually in the form of aragonite but on occasion as calcite) arranged in concentric layers. The calcium carbonate 

forming the surface layers is normally arranged as partially overlapping platelets and the term used to describe this structure is “nacre.” Conch, melo, clam, scallop, some pen, and similar other varieties 

of natural pearls do not have a nacreous surface — they are “non-nacreous.”  Non-nacreous pearls have surface appearances that vary from an appearance often described as a “flame structure” to 

mosaic-like or segmented patterns. 

Cultured Pearls: Cultured pearls are nacreous formations secreted in the interior of productive mollusks following human intervention. The mollusks may be grown in farms. Technicians implant 

a piece of mantle tissue (to grow the “pearl sac”) with a shell bead to produce the “beaded” cultured pearl, or a piece of mantle tissue alone for the “non-beaded” cultured pearl. Both the beaded and 

the non-beaded varieties may be grown in either freshwater or saltwater. However, for the most part the beaded variety is produced in saltwater and the non-beaded in freshwater. Note: in Europe and 

some other parts of the world non-beaded cultured pearls are known as “non-nucleated cultured pearls” to differentiate them from the beaded variety. Other varieties of cultured pearls include “cultured 

three-quarter pearls,” “cultured half-pearls” and “composite cultured pearls.”

Imitation Pearls: Imitation pearls are products, completely or partially manmade, imitating the appearance, color, and effect of natural or cultured pearls without possessing their physical or 

chemical properties. Imitation pearls are any product that is pearl-like in appearance and its outer layers are not completely composed of natural formations secreted in the interior of productive mollusks.

Treatments: Following harvest, cultured pearls grown in the Akoya pearl oyster (Pinctada fucata) are normally bleached to improve their appearance. However, while this is not usually the case for 

white cultured pearls grown in the large gold or silver-lipped pearl oyster (Pinctada maxima) a few black cultured pearls produced by the black-lipped pearl oyster (Pinctada margaritifera) are bleached to a 

brown color. Some cultured pearls from the gold-lipped Pinctada maxima may have been heated to improve their color. Often cultured pearls and some natural pearls are polished to improve their appearance. 

It is possible for all varieties of cultured pearls to be either dyed or irradiated to change their color, and some may be coated. Some natural pearls may also be dyed (particularly to produce black) and 

hollow natural pearls may be filled with various substances to increase their weight and make them less liable to damage. Both natural and cultured pearls may be “worked” or “peeled” to improve 

their shape and/or surface appearance. Composite cultured pearls are filled with various substances and capped with a shell base. If detectable, all treatments will be noted in the body of this Report.

Weight: Through tradition several units of weight are used to describe the mass of natural and cultured pearls. In general for natural pearls the “pearl grain” is used (one grain = 1/4 carat = 50 

milligrams = 1/20 gram), while for cultured pearls either the “carat” (one carat = 4 grains = 200 milligrams = 1/5 gram) or the “momme” (one momme = 18.75 carats = 3750 milligrams = 3.75 

grams) is used. In addition when describing necklaces or items of jewelry that contain pearls in these Reports, the gross weight (of the whole item including metal and/or gem materials) in grams is used.

Pearls, natural, cultured and imitation


